
FINDINGS SUMMARY:  ISSUES FACING COUNTY JAILS 
 
COUNTY JAILS IN TEXAS 

 In 2011, Texas jails housed an average of almost 60,000 inmates per day.1 

 Counties spend an average of $62.79, or 12% of their annual budget, per detainee per day.2 

 The cost of arresting and booking an individual in an urban county in Texas can reach upwards of $120 per person 
per day;3 shelter and case management is only $25.4 

 The large, urban Harris County Jail has a budget of over $160 million and an average daily population of 8,842;5 the 
smaller, rural Henderson County Jail has a $4 million budget and an average daily population of 255 detainees.6 

 

HOMELESSNESS AND JAILS 

 About 1% of Texas’ population is homeless;7 the rate of homeless persons in jail is 15.3 times that.8 

 The large, urban Dallas County Jail incarcerates an estimated 987 homeless individuals daily and spends almost $15 
million annually;9 the mid-sized Williamson County Jail incarcerates 596 homeless individuals daily and spends over $3 
million annually.10 

 

SUBSTANCE ABUSE AND JAILS 

 About 68% of jail detainees struggle with addiction,11 compared to 18.4% of the general U.S. adult population.12   

 82% of inmates from rural areas suffer from alcohol dependence.13   

 88% of convicted jail inmates with substance abuse or dependence committed a non-violent crime.14 

 The large, urban El Paso County Jail incarcerates an estimated 1,075 individuals with substance abuse issues daily and 
spends over $36 million annually;15 numbers for rural Orange County Jail are 127 and almost $3 million respectively.16 

 

MENTAL ILLNESS AND JAILS 

 64% of jail inmates nationally suffer from a mental illness.17 

 25-40% of all Americans with mental illness will pass through the criminal justice system at some point.18 

 Women have a much higher prevalence of depression and anxiety than their male counterparts.19   

 Until very recently, the Harris County Jail was the largest mental health care provider in the state.20 

 The average stay for a person with mental illness in the Travis County Jail is about 50-100 days.21 

 The mid-sized Collin County Jail incarcerates an estimated 627 individuals with mental illness daily and spends over 
$12 million annually;22 the small, rural Angelina County Jail incarcerates 127 individuals with mental illness daily and 
spends almost $2.5 million.23 

 

THE BENEFITS OF TREATMENT 

 Substance abuse treatment is associated with a reduction in crime.24  One study showed that individuals who 
participate in community-based drug treatment programming report a 78% reduction in drug selling, 82% decline in 
shoplifting, 64% reduction in arrests, and 48% reduction in engagement in illegal activities.25 

 Court supervised treatment for individuals with co-occurring disorders saves the state $1.73 for every $1 spent.26 

 Women who receive gender-specific, trauma-informed care while incarcerated are 360% more likely to complete 
voluntary community-based treatment upon release and 67% less likely to return to prison than women who receive 
gender neutral or male-based therapeutic care treatment.27 

 Jail- or community-based treatment is more likely to reduce recidivism if interventions are consistent.28 

 Case management leads to an increase in employment and a decrease in criminality.29 
 

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS 
1. Save valuable taxpayer dollars by promoting strategies that address the root causes of homelessness, substance abuse, 

and mental illness for people accused or suspected of committing low-level crimes. 

2. Increase public safety by implementing solutions to divert individuals dealing with substance abuse and homelessness. 

3. Empower communities to solve local problems by implementing solutions to divert individuals dealing with mental 

illness and homelessness. 

4. Increase efficiency by coordinating communication between county jail, community mental health, and judicial staff. 

5. Create tools for personal responsibility by expanding in-jail treatment programming, coupled with an inside-out 

reentry component. 

6. Stop the cycle of victimization by bolstering specialized programming for women, especially for women with mental 
illness. 
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