- Galveston County, Texas

Adult Criminal Justice Data Sheet

For more information, contact Leah Pinney at Ipinney@TexasCJC.org, or (512) 441-8123 ext. 109.

The Texas Criminal Justice Coalition seeks the implementation of realistic criminal justice strategies that safely
reduce the State’s costly over-reliance on incarceration — creating stronger families, less taxpayer waste, and safer
communities.

Below, we have provided comprehensive information about Galveston County’s adult population at various stages
of criminal justice system involvement. We have also provided the associated costs at each stage to highlight the
significant expense to incarcerate or supervise these populations.

Total County Population

e Galveston County Population:! 322,225

STAGE 1: Pretrial Jail Detention

v

Of all the people incarcerated in Texas’ county jails, more than half (on average) have not been convicted of the
crime for which they are accused. They are in pretrial detention, awaiting trial.2  Many men and women cannot
afford the bond that would allow them to return to the community prior to trial; others are not given that option
by judges, despite presenting little flight risk or posing no danger to public safety. This leads to unnecessary and
costly jail overcrowding.

e Galveston County Jail Population:® 1,051

e Galveston County Jail Pretrial Population:* 722 (69%)

»  Number of Pretrial Defendants with Misdemeanor Charges: 46
» Number of Pretrial Defendants with State Jail Charges: 182
» Number of Pretrial Defendants with Felony Charges: 494

e Statewide Average Cost to County Taxpayers to Incarcerate One Individual in County Jail, Per Day (Pretrial
or Post-Conviction):> $59.00

e Average Cost to Galveston County Taxpayers to Incarcerate the Entire Galveston County Jail Pretrial
Population, Per Day: $42,598.00

» Average Cost to Incarcerate Pretrial Defendants with Misdemeanor Charges: $2,714.00
» Average Cost to Incarcerate Pretrial Defendants with State Jail Charges: $10,738.00
» Average Cost to Incarcerate Pretrial Defendants with Felony Charges: $29,146.00
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STAGE 2: Court-Appointed Counsel J

Any indigent individual in Texas charged with a Class B misdemeanor or higher is entitled to court-appointed
representation. However, counties pay for 81% of indigent defense costs, statewide. The state pays only 19%.°
As such, counties with already strained budgets may struggle to provide legal representation for all defendants
who request an attorney.

e Number of Individuals (Adult and Juveniles) in Galveston County Receiving Constitutionally Guaranteed
Representation (Court-Appointed Counsel):’ 5,236

» Number of Adults with Misdemeanor Charges: 1,471
» Number of Adults with Felony Charges: 2,932

» Number of Juveniles with Cases: 772

» Number of Individuals with Appeals Cases: 6

» Number of Individuals with Capital Cases: 1

e Total Indigent Defense Expenditures Paid by Galveston County in FY 2014:® $2,565,796.51

e State Formula-Based Grant’ Amount Received by Galveston County to Provide Indigent Defense
Services:'° $265,855.00 (10%)

STAGE 3 - Option A

Diversion from Incarceration to Community-Based Supervision (Probation)

Judges have the option of sentencing certain individuals to probation instead of prison or jail. Not only is probation
over 30 times cheaper than prison or jail,'! it is more effective than incarceration at lowering rates of re-offending,
especially when paired with rehabilitative programming.!? As such, investments in probation help boost public
safety in the long term and reduce the likelihood of victims.

e Number of Individuals in Galveston County on Community Supervision (Probation):'* 2,715

»  Number of Individuals on Misdemeanor Probation: 966
» Number of Individuals on Felony Probation: 1,749

e Statewide Average Cost to the State to Have One Individual on Probation, Per Day:!* $1.63

e Average Cost to the State for the Entire Galveston County Probation Population, Per Day: $4,425.45
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STAGE 3 - Option B

Incarceration in County Jail, State Jail, Prison, or a Designated Treatment Facility

4

Texas has various types of correctional facilities to house individuals with misdemeanor or felony convictions. Our
246 county jails house individuals with both misdemeanor and felony offenses (including state jail felonies and
felonies of various degrees); they also temporarily house parole violators and individuals awaiting transfer to
another type of correctional facility.!> Texas’ 20 state jails®® house individuals with offenses of various levels.'
Our 57 prisons®® house individuals with felony or capital offenses. Our 5 Substance Abuse Felony Punishment
Facilities (SAFPFs)'® house individuals with felony offenses who have been placed in this structured treatment
regimen.®

Correctional Facilities in Galveston County

e Galveston County Jail
e UTMB Hospital Galveston Medical Facility (Male)
e UTMB Young Medical Facility (Female)

Misdemeanor Offenses

e Number of Individuals Sentenced to Galveston County Jail:?! 72
e Statewide Average Cost to County Taxpayers Incarcerate One Individual in County Jail, Per Day:?? $59.00

e Average Cost to Galveston County Taxpayers to Incarcerate the Entire Population of Individuals Sentenced
to Galveston County Jail, Per Day: $4,248.00

Felony Offenses

o Number of Individuals from Galveston County Sentenced to State-Level Confinement: 1,478
» Number of Such Individuals Sentenced to State Jail:** 56 (4%)
= Average Cost to the State to Incarcerate One Individual in State Jail, Per Day:** $47.30

= Average Cost to the State to Incarcerate the Entire Population of Individuals from Galveston
County Sentenced to State Jail, Per Day: $2,648.80

» Number of Such Individuals Sentenced to Prison:*> 1,411 (95%)
* Average Cost to the State to Incarcerate One Individual in Prison, Per Day:% $50.91

= Average Cost to the State to Incarcerate the Entire Population of Individuals from Galveston
County Sentenced to Prison, Per Day: $71,834.01
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» Number of Such Individuals Placed in a SAFPF:*’ 11 (1%)
= Average Cost to the State to Place One Individual in a SAFPF, Per Day:?® $62.68

= Average Cost to the State to House and Treat the Entire Population of Individuals from Galveston
County Placed in a SAFPF, Per Day: $689.48

STAGE 4: Community-Based Supervision After Release From Prison

(Parole or Community Supervision)
R RRRRRRRREiihRRRRRRRRRRRRORRRRRRRRRR™,

The vast majority of people who are incarcerated in state-level corrections facilities are ultimately released back
into the community. Upon leaving state jail, most individuals are left unsupervised. Upon leaving prison, however,
individuals are either supervised on parole, supervised on community supervision (e.g., shock probation), or
released on “flat discharge” (unsupervised).
e Total Number of Individuals Released from State-Level Confinement to Galveston County:*° 796

» Number of Individuals Released to Community Supervision:** 30 (4%)

» Statewide Average Cost to the State to Have One Individual on Probation, Per Day:3! $1.63

= Average Cost to the State for the Entire Galveston County Post-Release Probation Population, Per
Day: $48.90

» Number of Individuals Released to Parole Supervision:** 398 (50%)
= Statewide Average Cost to the State to Have One Individual on Parole, Per Day:3® $4.04
= Average Cost to the State for the Entire Galveston County Parole Population, Per Day: $1,607.92

» Number of Individuals Released on Flat Discharge:** 368 (41%)

Return to Prison J

e Number of Individuals in Galveston County who Returned to Prison:* 56
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