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	The Texas Department of Public Safety has the responsibility to collect crime statistics from local law enforcement agencies and submit the information to the Federal Bureau of Investigation for inclusion into the Uniform Crime Report (UCR) national c...
	Detailed, accurate, and timely crime data enables the identification of crime patterns and trends within and across jurisdictions and is essential to informed decision making by law enforcement practitioners at all levels. This data is also important ...
	Since 1929, the principal means to collect and report national crime statistics has been the Summary Reporting System (SRS) in the FBI’s UCR program. The SRS collects data on eight crimes, called index crimes and, is divided into two categories; viole...
	Summary data is used in a statistical summary tool referred to as the crime index, the principal means to assess the crime environment in jurisdictions over periods of time. Although arson is considered an index crime and is reported in the SRS, it is...
	The crime index is reported by rate and by volume. The index crime rate is the number of index crimes committed per 100,000 population. This allows for comparisons between periods of time without being affected by population changes. The FBI provides ...
	There are several weaknesses in SRS:
	 SRS records the eight index crimes, but it does not record other crimes impacting public safety such as extortion, kidnapping, child pornography, sex trafficking, drug trafficking, organized crime, and terrorism.
	 SRS records the most serious crime committed during a single criminal incident, but not the actual number and types of crimes committed.
	 SRS does not record information about the victim, the offender or the time and location of the offense.
	 SRS crime data is compiled and published six to eight months after the end of the calendar year.
	National Incident Based Reporting System
	Governor Abbott and the Texas Legislature identified the inadequacy of the existing crime reporting system, directed the adoption of the National Incident Based Reporting System (NIBRS), and provided grant funds to assist local law enforcement agencie...
	Many Texas law enforcement agencies have not been able to report their crime data on a monthly basis which diminishes its actionable utility for practitioners, policy makers and the public. NIBRS derives its data from law enforcement automated record ...
	The NIBRS collects data on each single incident and arrest within 22 offense categories made up of 46 specific crimes called Group A offenses. For each of the offenses reported to law enforcement, specified types of facts about each crime are reported...
	The NIBRS will be able to furnish information on several major criminal justice issues including gangs, organized crime, terrorism, sex trafficking, child pornography, hate crimes, weapons offenses, drug offenses, child abuse, elderly abuse, domestic ...

	2019 Texas Crime Index
	In 2019, the index crime rate was 2,779.3 crimes per 100,000 population, a 0.1% increase from 2018 and was based upon the Census Bureau population estimation of 28,995,881. The Index Crime Volume in 2019 was 805,879, which is an increase of 1.1% from ...

	Assaults on Police Officers
	There were 4,838 assaults on police officers during 2019, a 4.8% increase from 2018. Nine Texas law enforcement officers were killed in the line of duty and five died in duty-related vehicle crashes.

	Public Safety Concerns
	The Texas law enforcement community faced several challenges in 2019:
	 Mass attacks in public places;
	 Increasing gang and drug related violence in major urban areas; and
	 High number of arrested and or convicted felony offenders committing crimes after their release.

	Mass Attacks in Public Places
	According to the FBI, in 2019, Texas led the nation in active shooter events, with six of the nation’s 28 active shooter incidents, killing 36 people and wounding 52 others. According to the United States Secret Service, Texas had 3 of the nation’s 34...
	The State of Texas has led the nation in modernizing response tactics to mass killings in public places by active shooters, and in 2019 Texas law enforcement officers heroically responded to each incident saving many lives. In the aftermath of the att...
	1All percentages rounded to the nearest tenth.

	Increasing Violence in Major Urban Areas of the State
	Overall, statewide violent crime rate and volume increased by 0.50% and 1.1% respectively in 2019. Many law enforcement agencies in Texas experienced decreases in violent crime; however, the state’s four largest cities experienced increases in the rat...

	Violent Crime Increases in 2019
	The Chiefs of Police in these cities attribute a sizable portion of the violence to Mexican Cartels operating drug transshipment and retail distribution operations within their cities in close collaboration with the gangs that are involved in a substa...
	High number of arrested and or convicted felony offenders committing crimes after their release
	According to these four Chiefs, recidivism was a contributing factor in the violent crime increases and they can each cite specific examples of violent offenders committing additional violent crimes soon after their release from jail. DPS has similar ...
	Three of the four Chiefs report continued increases in violent crime during the first six months in 2020, with the exception of Dallas, which reports increases in aggravated assaults, but reductions in other violent offenses.
	The State of Texas has established seven Texas Anti-Gang Centers across the state, as part of Governor Abbott’s public safety strategy to combine the shared capabilities and expertise of local, state and federal law enforcement and prosecutorial agenc...
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	DEFINITION
	A weapons arrest occurs when an individual violates laws or ordinances prohibiting the manufacture, sale, purchase, transportation, possession, concealment, or use of firearms, cutting instruments, explosives, incendiary devices, or other deadly weapo...

	ANALYSIS
	As indicated in the murder section, firearms were the murder weapons of choice in 80.2% of all Texas murders. Handguns accounted for 85.8% of the weapons.

	Volume and Rate
	In 2019, 12,188 arrests for weapon violations were reported. The number of arrests decreased 12.2% in comparison with 2018. The 2019 weapons arrest rate was 42.0% arrests for every 100,000 persons. The change in the arrest rate from 2018 was a decreas...
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